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Information about smear tests 
and results

A What is a cervical smear test?

A cervical smear test (also known as a pap test)
is a simple procedure where a doctor or nurse
(smeartaker) takes a sample of cells to look for
early changes in the cells of the cervix (the neck
of the womb).  If these are not found and treated,
they could become cancer cells.  The earlier cell
changes are found, the easier they are to treat.

B Limitations of a cervical smear test

As with all screening tests, cervical screening
may not always be 100% accurate.  There is a
small risk that cell changes will not be picked up
in a cervical smear test.  However, any cell
changes will usually be picked up on future
smears.  This is why it is important to have
regular smear tests.

C How do I get my result?

CervicalCheck will send you a letter about your
results within four weeks of having your smear
test.  The result of your test is also 
available from your smeartaker. 

D I'm afraid of what the result might mean…

Most smear tests are normal.  Even a result that
is not normal is unlikely to mean you have
cancer. It may be due to minor cell changes.
Please try not to worry if you are called back for
another test.

Consent to take part in 
CervicalCheck

1 Why are you signing this form?

To allow CervicalCheck to receive, hold and use your
personal details and information about your smear
test sample.  This may include past smear tests and
colposcopy results.

CervicalCheck may share this information with the
doctor or nurse who took your smear test
(smeartaker), laboratory staff, colposcopy clinic, the
National Cancer Registry and their servants or agents.

2 What is the Cervical Screening Register?

The Register is a secure electronic database which
contains your name, address, date of birth and
Personal Public Service Number (PPS No.).  Be
assured that your information is secure.  To maintain
confidentiality, each woman has a unique identification
number on the Register, known as the Cervical
Screening Programme ID (CSP ID).  The Register
also records the results of your cervical smear tests
and any related procedures that you might have had.

3 How will my information / smear test sample 
be used?

CervicalCheck uses the information on the Register to
invite you for your free smear test.

CervicalCheck, your smeartaker, laboratory or
colposcopy clinic may use the information on the
Register to advise you if any follow-up treatment is
needed and when to have your next smear test.  

CervicalCheck will include your information in
statistics and reports. This will help to review
CervicalCheck and find out how well it is working. We
may use the Register to invite you to take part in
research. 

Your smear test sample and details may be used for
research, teaching and review (audit) purposes. 
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